Living the River’s Stories

Discovering our past down the South Saskatchewan River

BY DANICA LORER

ur lands and rivers hold many

stories that are just waiting to be

be explored. An annual youth and
Elder canoe trip takes participants on the
river to learn from these stories and
discover the past.

“It’s not so much about the paddling as it
is about the history, putting some type of
spark in the imagination,” says Leonard
Montgrand, executive director, La Loche
Friendship Centre, and coordinator, Youth
and Elders Voyage -- an annual canoe trip
on the South Saskatchewan River from the
Hague Ferry to Batoche, for Back to
Batoche Days in July.

Montgrand explained to the voyagers

about the stamina needed, the gruelling
stroke rate, and the hours spent each day
working. The stories shared along the way
outlined the perils faced by human and
natural dangers.

“It's quite intimidating especially when we
get out to the river, and the water is
flowing, and it’s rocky by the Hague Ferry.
They’re all looking at each other and the
Elders say, 'Are you sure this is safe?’ | tell
them ‘yes’. | wouldn’t take anybody out
there if it wasn’t safe.” Montgrand
explains that the voyageur canoes are
stable and that in preparation for the trip
they do dry land training, practicing the
proper technique for getting into the
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canoe and proper paddling switching
mechanisms.

“The MCDF (Métis Cultural Development
Fund) gives us the grant money, we
appreciate that, without it we would
probably have a hard time going each
year,” adds Montgrand.

Elders were involved in the voyage in
various roles. They were part of a drum
ceremony when the canoes were putin
the water. Some prepared the meals and
taught the youth how to prepare the
food, some rode in the canoes. “Itis a
bonding experience for the kids and the
Elders, creating a connection,” explains
Montgrand.

Logan, a ten-year-old from La Loche, was
the youngest participant on the journey.
He says that enjoyed the trip and hopes to
have other similar experiences in the
future. He also found the paddling hard
but enjoyed exploring new places and the
views from the river.

“I liked meeting new people, making
friends, making a new friend with Minister
Bennett,” says Logan. A true adventurer,
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